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Dear Mr. President:

Under the provisions of Section 401 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42
US.C. §§ 5121-5206 (Stafford Act), and implemented by 44 CFR § 206.36, I request that you declare an
expedited major disaster for the State of Louisiana as Hurricane Katrina, a Category V Hurricane approaches our
coast south of New Orleans; beginning on August 28, 2005 and continning. The affected areas include all the
southeastern parishes including the City of New Orleans directly impacted by the brunt of the storm and the mid
state and northem parishes accepting the thousands of citizens forced to evacuate from the impacted areas
directly affected by Hurricane Katrina.

Parishes expected to receive major damage based on the anticipated track of Hurricane Katrina are:
Ascension, Assumption, Jefferson, Lafourche, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Charies, St. James, St.
John, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, Terrebonne, and Washington.

In addition we are expecting that the following parishes to suffer significant damage as tropical storm force
wind and heavy rainfall occur in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina’s landfall: Acadia, Calcasieu,
Cameron, East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Iberia, Iberville, Jefferson Davis, Lafayette, Livingston, Pointe
Coupee, St. Helena, St. Mary, St. Martin, Vermilion, West Baton Rouge, and West Feliciana.

Parishes that are affected by the evacuation of persons from the southeastern parishes of the state as we
implement the Louisiana Shelter Operations Plan are: Allen, Avoyelles, Beauregard, Bienville, Bossier,
Caddo, Caldwell, Catahoula, Claiborne, Concordia, Desoto, East Carroll, Evangeline, Franklin, Grant,
Jackson, LaSalle, Lincoln, Madison, Morehouse, Natchitoches, Ouachita, Rapides, Red River, Richland,
Sabine, St. Landry, Tensas, Union, Vernon, Webster, West Carroll, and Winn

In response to the situation, | have taken sppropriate action under State law and directed the execution of the
State Emergency Plan on August 26, 2005, in accordance with Section 401 of the Stafford Act. A State of
Emergency has been issued for the State in order to support the evacuations of the coastal areas and the
remainder of the state to support the State Evacuation and Sheltering Plan.

A Preliminary Damage Assessment will be conducted as soon as possible after the landfall of Hurricane Katrina,

Based on the predictions we have received from the MNational Weather Service and other sources, I have

determined that this incident will be of such severity and magnitude that effective response will be beyond the

capabilitics of the State and the affected local governments'and that supplementary Federal assistance will be

Necessary.
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